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Virgin Islands Worm Snake
Ttph I op.t t'i cl r o rtli i

Cllassification
Kurgclom

Phy'hun-
Subphl'luru

C'[ass

Order
Subclrder
Fatrill'

Gerus
species

. E-ves

a Head shape:

r Bod-v

Animalia
C'hordata
\rertebrata

Reptilia
Squarnata
Olilridia (Serpeltes)
Tl.phlopidae

Ttpltlops
richordii

Identifi cation C haracteristics
i Taii Spine Present
r C'olor distritrution: bicolor: GreyjBrorvn

atrove anrl creartt
belorv
Greatl,v Rechrced

Roturdecl or \\,'e a kl--y

pointerl
C1''lindrical

Descritrtion
Tlre arilmals iu the geilus Trpltlops ate

generallv krou,n as wollu snakes. N{an-v
snakes of this gerlls inliabit the Greater Autiiles.
the Bahauras. and some of tlie Lesser Aritilles.
Their trodies are ahtrost pert'ectl-v c-vlindrical.
arrcl their scales are surall" smooth. ancl tightl-v
set" all of tliese being adaptations to a

sutrteranean existence. Ther: lack tlie etlarged
ventral scales seen in other slakes. Thet, are
gre)'or brorvn on the dorstrl sicle ald a creailty
grey ventralll,'. Tlieir eves are reduced to tiuv
clark spots turrler the skin, an adclitional
arlaptation to their subterranean life. antl the1.
are oul-v- atile to clistingitish benveel liglrt ancl
clark. Their head is siightl-v llattenecl ard round.
Tlte tail encls in a sharp point. u,hich cau iutlict
;r sttiltlilg txrt totally hiurirless trlrick on auv
irancl that holcls them. Like all snakes irr the
LI.S. \,'ilgur Islancls. the u,omr snake is not
vell0ll1ons.

Distribution & Habitat
\\,'omr snakes ma1'be fbuncl tluotrghout tlie

\,iirgin Islancls. Ou St. Thoruas thev are laill1,
collunol] in ruoist areas. In St. Croix thet have
beel ibuncl in drier areas. The-v have
occasionalll. been seen r)n ceulent rvalkrval,s ancl
streets. fhev are conutronl-_v coufused rvitlr
wolrus aud mav tre utore collrlrloll tlian the
average gardener is arvare.

fhe urost obviorn wa\r to distinguish
betrveen the blind snake and a rvc-rnn is to look
lbr the grooyes that encircle the u,onn's trody.
Tltese are rlot lireseilt on the \\,ronn sliike.
\\"onn srakes are surooth aud cylinch'icalll-
shaped rvith sruall scales. r,isible to tlu,rse rvitli
vel-v good e-vesight. \\'hen tlueateued alrove
qrorurcl the rvoru snake rvill coil rq: ivith its
heacl protected b1,the coils ancl the tail exposecl.
It u.ill lash out u,ith its tail. rvhich nra_y have a

u,hite tip oil the e[cl. Iil contrast. $,onns rvill
coil thetusel'n,es iuto a sticlil'rvrithins ball.



Diet
Iu cortrast to lltost other strakes. the wornl

snake doesu't fietl on large prer'. It is
specralized to lbed or {tnt or tettrtite pupae.

lalae, eggs. and occasiouallv adrilts. Ihe u,ouit
snake lives closelv associaterl u,itlt its pre-v.

rmtler tennite ruounds. rocks. ancl fallen logs. it
"s$,iuls" easilt, into loose soil u,hen its lair is
disttu'becl. Tlie snake t-eeds on the bodil-v tluids
of temrites iind ants. The snake cutshes the prel'
u,hich releases the trorl,v juices into its lllollth.
u,hich it srvail:rrvs. The exoskeleton is

res.urgitated t spat rrlr ).

Reuroduction
The rr,,omr sn;rke la1-s soli sirelled eggs like

other reptiles. The1,-are likelv to cleposit their
eggs iu prr-)tectecl fir'eas. u'here the 1'exurg rvill
hatch and quickiv be able to filcl fr:od. The
reproduction of the \\,'ol'n] snake has ttot treeu
studied. So rve do uot I'nou' the lengtli of time it
takes fr-rr the eggs to hatch. or the ruunbers r'rf
eggs laid. The reproductive lriolog1.of the \:I
1v0ru1 snake is unknorvn.

Status in the VI
Tlie ecoiog1'ancl general biologl'of rvonrt

suakes irr the t,.S. \-ilgin Islands is also
imkuorvn" The little rve do Llou, is tioui
auecdotal evidence collected b_v urdir,ichrals over
the vears. \\tat rve tlo klou, is that thel'are not
verl' abturclant becartse yerl. i-e\r, people have
seen thern. Those q,ho have are urailll'
garclenels aud thnuers or others rvho spenct tiuie
uorking ivith soil. There appear to be areas on
the islalds rvhere the \r'r-rrfll snakes al'e urore
collllllort than others. These are ruore nual
locations. u,ere people hrrve u,orkecl the land.
ptrrticuiarlr. bv halcl. Thev uray also be seen b1'

ironreou,ners rvith cats. The cats nta,v bring
these sriakes irtto the house. \Vorru suakes are
ti'e querltll. c oufit s ecl lvith eartltrvc-rt ttts bec art s e

tirev are sinrilarll'shaped anil colored.

What vou can do to HELP
i. \trIrlrnt snakes al'e llol \rellolllolls attd are

ver\,r,alttatrle to rts in the troptcs. Tliev eat

soli borlied inr,er tebrates (priurar il1' temrites)
and other insects that q'e consider pests.

l. \Uonu snakes need to eat regularll,. iind
ruiless thev are fecl temrites or r-rthet sttrali
so ll-bocliecl invertel'x'ates thef ivrll dre.

The\,do nol make griocl pets.

i. Reducing the arnouut of pesticicles ancl

cheuricals we use to coutrol pests u'ill help
lire u'onu snakes

-1. Please. if possible let them take care of
theurselves. Thel'liave Lreen doing their tob
tirr millious of vears. and are a great benelit
tLl us.

-i. Reruenrber it is illegai to" or attelupt to: take.
catch. possess. injure. harass. ol kill anl'
irrdigenous species. The oril--v exceptioris are

tol people holding valid perrnits tj'our the
Division of Fish and Wildlife

,- . For rnole inibnuiition on thir antl other
auiurals in the \,"irgil Islands please r.'isit out
n ebsite at:

.'.'.
\\'r'itteu br' \1 illiarn Coles 1002.
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